
Forecasting Survey Questions 

 

Notes: 

- Survey questions are listed below for the forecasting survey 

- Please prepare these questions in advance for each variable you are predicting 

- The survey cannot be saved; all responses must be copied/pasted into the forecasting survey 

during a single submission process 

 

Forecasting Survey Questions 
 

General Questions 
 

1. Please provide the name of your forecasting team. The team name should not be 

identifiable (i.e., we should not be able to link it to your name).  

 

2. Please provide your email address below. This email will only be used to email you a 

copy of your survey responses, once completed.  

 

3. Select each of the forecasting themes you/your team decided to participate in: 

a. Life Satisfaction 

b. Affect on Social Media 

c. Political Ideology 

d. Political Polarization 

e. Implicit Asian-American Bias 

f. Explicit Asian-American Bias 

g. Implicit African-American Bias 

h. Explicit African-American Bias 

i. Implicit Gender-Career Bias 

j. Explicit Gender-Career Bias 

 

4. How many team members do you have (including the team leader)? 

 

5. Describe the expertise of your team 
 

Variable-specific questions 
 

Please prepare these questions prior to starting the survey. We will ask these questions for each 

variable you are predicting. 

 

1. Please upload your filled-out Microsoft Excel document.  

 

2. How confident are you in your forecast for [variable of interest]?  

- Not at all (1) to Extremely (7) 

 

3. To what extent do you agree with the following statement: "My team has strong expertise 

on the research topic of [variable of interest]". 



- Strongly disagree (1) to Strongly agree (7) 

 

4. Have any of your team members conducted research or published on the topic of 

[variable of interest] (broadly defined)? 

5. Indicate the basis of your forecast for [variable of interest]. 

- General Intuition 

- Scholarly theory (empirically justified or otherwise, but more than general 

intuition) 

- Simulation-based estimation 

- Data-driven estimation based on time series or statistical modeling 

- Other [enter] 

 

6. [for data-driven or simulation estimates only] Clarify the type of model (e.g., algorithm 

details, time series model, game theory model). Please describe the model or simulation 

in detail.  

 

7. If your forecast is based on theoretical assumption, please describe your assumptions and 

hypotheses you used (e.g., what theories you used, what factors these theories consider 

and how). 

 

8. What parameters/additional variables did you include or consider in your forecast? By 

additional variables we mean variables other than prior data on [variable of interest]. 

These can be continuous variables (e.g., COVID-19 deaths; unemployment rate) or 

discrete variables (e.g., political leadership change; implementation of a particular 

policy). Describe the decisions your team made creating your forecast (e.g., variable 

weighting in models; how other variables influenced the forecasted points). 

 

9. How many additional variables/predictors (beyond prior data on life satisfaction itself) 

did you include in your forecast? 

 

10. Does your forecast include COVID-19 pandemic trajectory as a conditional variable in 

your model? For this question, we are referring to the trajectory of COVID-19 pandemic, 

as measured by number of deaths or prevalence of cases. 

 

11. Please choose the COVID-19 conditional variable important to your forecast. 

- COVID-19 deaths 

- Number of positive COVID-19 deaths 

- Other [enter] 

 

12. What is the role of COVID-19 in your forecast? Please, describe how you think this 

variable will impact the forecasted Life Satisfaction points. 

 

13. If your forecast involves data modelling, please provide a link to the code here or upload 

the code as a text file below. If you choose not to provide this information, please provide 

a justification for this. 

 



14. Did you use the data Life Satisfaction that we provided to create your forecast? 

 

15. Now, we would like to ask you to consider possible counterfactuals you may view as 

important for your forecast. A counterfactual is a hypothetical alternative historic event 

that you believe would have shaped the forecast differently, were it to have occurred 

(e.g., implementing social distancing practices in February). In other words, can you 

think of a past event that could have changed your forecast if it were to happen? Please, 

describe the key counterfactual event between April 2020 and November 2020 you 

believe would have been important for the present forecast and elaborate on why this 

counterfactual would have led to different forecast. 

 

16. Any further counterfactual event between Apr and Nov 2020 you would consider 

important for the present forecast and its trajectory? 

 

17. Please describe this/these counterfactuals. 

 

18. How important do you believe this(these) counterfactual(s) to be? 

- Not at all (1) to Extremely (7) 

 

19. Please provide any other relevant details for pre-registering your prediction and/or model 

for Life Satisfaction. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


